
Hazen City Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
March 2, 2020 
Page 1 of 5 

Hazen City Commission 

Regular Meeting 

March 2, 2020 

Hazen City Hall 

 

Present:  President Obenauer, Commissioner Haack, and Commissioner Pillar, Commissioner Stern and 

Commissioner Wolf. 

Others Present:  PW Director Brousseau, Attorney Donovan, Editor Arens, Ryan Tunge, Jerod Klabunde 

(Moore Engineering) Ken Link, Gary Emter, Bret Johnsrud, Dan Frei, Auditor Erhardt, and Buster 

Langowski. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:29 PM by President Obenauer. 

President Obenauer led the Pledge of Allegiance and Commissioner Pillar said the prayer.   

Minutes:  Commissioner Wolf moved to suspend the reading and approve the minutes of the February 

17th meeting, as presented, second by Commissioner Haack.  Motion unanimously approved.   

Agenda:  Commissioner Pillar moved to approve the agenda, as presented, second by Commissioner 

Stern.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 

CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY & ENGINEER 

Engineer’s Report:  Jerod Klabunde, Moore Engineering, reviewed various items with the commission. 

1) Street Improvement Project – there items being monitored, and Mr. Klabunde hopes to close the 

contract on the project in May or early June.  2) Mr. Klabunde still recommends televising the sewer 

line on 5th Street NW, near 3rd Ave, when a televising vendor is in the area.  3) Issues at Expedition 

Estates are being monitored and Mr. Klabunde recommends the city not approve any building permits 

for the subdivision until all issues are resolved to city satisfaction. 4) The city has received funding for 

the water storage improvement.  Commissioner Stern questioned what would happen if the bids for 

the project exceeded the $2.7 million dollar, as contained in the funding agreement.  Mr. Klabunde 

said the agreement can be amended in that case.  The next step in the process will be to identify 

locations at the proposed elevation, work with the landowners to conduct soil samples, as the this can 

be a driving factor in the cost of the project.  Commissioner Pillar moved to approve the cost-share 

agreement for the project with the State Water Commission, as presented, second by Commissioner 

Haack.  On roll call vote: Pillar, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, 

motion carried.  5) ND Street Program application has been submitted and the public hearing regarding 

the annexation of ND DOT right-of-way is scheduled for March 16th at 6:00 PM CT.  6) Miscellaneous 

issues; Mr. Klabunde met with the contractor regarding the drainage for the building permit on Birch 

Road and the plan for drainage is acceptable; Mr. Klabunde asked the commission to think about 

projects for the State Water Commission Development Plan for the 2021-2023 biennium.  

Commissioner Stern said that there has been past discussion about water drainage from the Main 

Street ditch diverting past the bulk tanks south, under the railroad tracks directly to the river.  Auditor 
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Erhardt will share the minutes of the discussion with Mr. Klabunde.  When asked, Mr. Klabunde said 

this would not include lift station improvements.   

Annexation Discussion:  President Obenauer informed the board that the three (3) right-of-way plats 

as part of the ND Street Project will be discussed at the public hearing on March 16th.  President 

Obenauer has been contacted by two (2) property owners who are opposed to annexing all properties 

from the railroad tracks to the golf course and to intend to protest if that is brought up.  Commissioner 

Stern commented that a lot of areas, not within corporate limits, already receive services so annexing 

them cannot add a lot of cost.  Commissioner Haack said he wants the process to benefit the property 

owner and the city.  Commissioner Pillar asked about providing services to annexed property and 

Attorney Donovan said that if services are extended, such as water, the cost of the additional services 

are assessed to the properties that benefit but, there are city ordinances that require connection to 

city services if within a specific distance, and these may have to be addressed in the process.  The 

commission discussed moving forward to annex two (2) properties along Antelope Creek, north and 

south of Highway 200.  Commissioner Stern also recommended proposed annexation of a parcel along 

an improved road near the hospital.  The auditor will work with the engineer to gather property 

descriptions, and prepare plats, for a resolution at the next meeting.  

 

REQUEST OF CITIZENS 

Local Permit-Raffle/50-50 – American Legion Post #189:  The commission reviewed the application of 

American Legion Post #189 for a local permit to conduct a raffle on November 11, 2020. 

Free/Reduced Hall Rent – Hospital Auxiliary:  The commission reviewed a request by the Hospital 

Auxiliary for free/reduced hall rent for the annual turkey dinner on March 22, 2020. 

Free/Reduced Hall Rent – West River Head Start:   The commission reviewed a request by West River 

Head Start for free/reduced hall rent for family night event on March 10, 2020. 

Commissioner Wolf moved to approve all three (3) requests, second by Commissioner Haack.  Motion 

unanimously approved. 

 

REPORTS 

Water/Sewer/Garbage:  Commissioner Pillar informed the board that he is working with city staff to 

develop a policy to ensure that curb stops are off when requested.  There have been issues when the 

city has “closed” a curb stop but the flow of water is not stopped completely.  President Obenauer said 

the staff is developing a plan to exercise valves on a routine basis. 

Street/Cemetery:  Commissioner Haack informed the board that street staff are attempting to remove 

ice so water will flow to storm sewer inlets.  PW Director Brousseau informed the commission that an 

orbital motor on the street sweeper has developed a leak.  He contacted the vendor about repairs and 

replacement and, depending on the severity of the issue, could cost up to $1500.  If only seals need to 

be replaced the cost will be less than $300, if the repair involves seals and/or bearings it would be 

slightly higher than $500; and if the motor needs to be replaced it could cost up to $1500.  

Commissioner Haack moved to approve cost of repairs, up to $1500, for the orbital motor, second by 

Commissioner Stern.  On roll call vote: Haack, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, 



Hazen City Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
March 2, 2020 
Page 3 of 5 

“Aye”, motion carried.  PW Director Brousseau informed the commission that delivery of the new 

garbage truck has been moved back to the end of March or early April. 

Finance/Busing/Library:  Commissioner Stern informed the board that the bus advisory board met on 

February 24th and discussed the fiscal year grant which will include a request for funds to replace the 

current transit van.  The advisory board also discussed a more aggressive advertising campaign to 

ensure the public is aware of all the services transit provides. 

Police/Fire/Forestry:  Commissioner Wolf informed the board that the police department handled 

ninety-eight (98) calls for service in the month of February.  Commissioner Wolf attended the meeting 

of the ambulance board.  It was discussed that public works staff are working to remove diseased trees 

that have been marked.  

HCD:  Buster Langowski had nothing to report at this time. 

President:  President Obenauer informed the commission that the county planning and zoning board 

denied a permit for mining of frac sand.  The city will have to monitor truck traffic to ensure safety of 

the residents and he has been contacted about lowering the speed limit through town.  If the city 

receives the funding for the pedestrian underpass at 4th Ave NE it will a great addition to the city. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Pace Services Agreement:  The commission was informed that Pipe Detectives, Jamestown ND, had 

been contacted and a verbal estimate of $1.50 to $1.70 per linear foot.  It was discussed that even if 

the agreement is approved there is no obligation to use the service.  Commissioner Haack moved to 

accept the maintenance agreement of PACE, second by Commissioner Stern.  Motion unanimously 

approved. 

Dunn County Mental Health Summit – Funding Request:  The commission reviewed sponsorship levels 

for the Summit on Mental Health to be held in Watford City in April.  Commissioner Stern moved to 

support the summit at the “Friend” level of $600, second by Commissioner Pillar.  On roll call vote: 

Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

Assessment Proposal (Commercial Property) – Vanguard:  The commission reviewed an estimate from 

Ryan Ehli, Vanguard Appraisals Inc, to complete valuation of commercial properties that were 

constructed or remodeled in 2019.  The commission asked the auditor to reach out to Mr. Frovarp to 

see if he maintained certifications to complete this and if he would be interested in contracting to 

complete this for the current year. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Sales Tax Resolution:  President Obenauer and Commissioner Pillar have met with Park Board 

representatives about placing a question on the ballot to continue the ½% sales tax for parks and 

recreation equipment and property improvements.  Bret Johnsrud and Dan Frei appeared on behalf of 

the Hazen Park Board to request the commission include the question on the ballot.  Mr. Johnsrud 

explained that the current sales tax was designated for improvements and maintenance of the pool 

and will no longer be collected after 2023 unless approved by the voters.  The request is to continue 

collecting the tax to make improvements to other parks and recreation property and to purchase 
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necessary equipment to make the improvements, and maintain, them into the future.  Mr. Frei 

explained that most of the current play systems at the parks are more than twenty-five (25) years old 

and how it can cost as much as $70,000 to purchase new playground systems, which doesn’t include 

installation.  Mr. Frei also spoke about county funds, collected for subdivisions, may be available for 

park and recreation use but these funds are limited.  Mr. Frei and Mr. Johnsrud both brought up the 

fact that many individuals from outside the community use the pool and participate in summer 

programs and don’t have to pay property tax.  The use of the sales tax is a fair way for all to contribute 

to the programs.  Commissioner Wolf asked about the hockey arena and Mr. Frei said the arena is on 

school property leased by Hazen Parks and Recreation who, in turn, leases it to Hazen Winter Sports 

who is responsible for all building maintenance and updates.  Commissioner Stern commented that he 

hasn’t had a chance to review a park district budget for year and he would like to know where the 

money is going.  Mr. Johnsrud said all the sales tax funds are going to the pool, at this time, and a large 

portion will continue to go to the pool.  Commissioner Stern asked about the park district mill levy and 

was advised they are not levying the maximum number of mills and they can increase the levy but 

would like to continue the tax to receive some funding from non-residents.  Commissioner Stern asked 

if the funds would be used on the RV parks and Mr. Johnsrud indicated that he couldn’t be certain but, 

the funds would be used for equipment, maintenance and to keep things running.  Commissioner 

Haack stated he agreed with the concerns raised by Commissioner Stern and if the tax is approved to 

continue the park board will be responsible to keep the public informed of the fund usage.  

Commissioner Stern asked about future planning and Mr. Frei said the park board is working with an 

architect for plans, and cost estimates, to make improvements to park facilities.  Commissioner Haack 

moved to approve the resolution to place the question on the June ballot, second by Commissioner 

Wolf.  On roll call vote: Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Stern, “Nay”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion 

carried.  Full text of the resolution is available for review at the office of the city auditor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Transit Program – Title VI Plan/Policy:  The commission reviewed updates to the public transit Title VI 

plan and policy.  The commission was informed that the policy did have many changes other than the 

use of ND DOT forms to replace locally created forms.  Commissioner Stern moved to approve the 

Hazen Busing Title VI plan/police, as adopted by the Bus Advisory Board, second by Commissioner 

Pillar.  On roll call vote: Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion 

carried. 

Shop Heating System Replacement Estimate(s):  PW Director Brousseau said there have been 

maintenance issues with the heaters in one area of the city shop so, he contacted M&A Heating and 

Legend Air LLC requesting proposals to replace the current heaters.  There were questions of radiant 

heat vs forced air and President Obenauer asked if one unit, in the area, will suffice.  Commissioner 

Stern suggested installing two smaller units in case one went down.  Ken Link suggested looking at the 

cost/BTU when considering the purchase.  Commissioner Haack moved to approve the purchase of two 

(2), 125,000 BTU heaters from M&A Heating at a cost of $7,850.00, second by Commissioner Stern.  

Upon discussion, it was determined the heaters were not needed this winter so they could be installed 
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sometime later this summer or early fall.  On roll call vote: Haack, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, 

Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

Body Camera Purchase – Police Department:  The commission reviewed a proposal for purchase of 

four (4) body camera for the police department.  The request is for the safety and security of the 

officers and can be used in place of vehicle cameras that are obsolete and more costly to replace.  

Commissioner Wolf moved to approve the purchase of the body cameras, and a single docking station, 

from ProVision Video Systems, at a cost of $1,481, second by Commissioner Stern.  There were 

questions about the battery life and a need to purchase spare batteries, but no action taken.  On roll 

call vote: Wolf, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

 

Approval of Bills:  Commissioner Haack moved to approve the bills, as presented, second by 

Commissioner Stern.  Pre-paid and bills approved for payment are as follows:  Further, 19.50; US Postal 

Service, 270.91; Payroll, 122513.27; AED Everywhere, 528.30; Cardmember Service, 221.56; CVB, 

1726.72; Dakota Pump & Control Co, 800.00; Dunn Co, 600.00; Ecolab, 123.39; Fastenal, 32.96; Hazen 

Hardware Inc, 43.94; Jerry Obenauer, 86.25; Krause’s, 76.79; Marco Technologies LLC, 393.54; 

Millennium Express, 62.10; Moore Engineering Inc, 5770.55; Pam Borlaug, 54.16; Power Plan, 500.94; 

Roughrider Electric Coop Inc, 55.00; SW Water Authority, 41063.56; Universal Premium Fleetcard, 

2871.14.  On roll call vote: Haack, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, 

motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:56 PM CT.  The next regular meeting 

of the commission is scheduled for Monday, March 16, 2020 at 5:30 PM CT in the Commission Room of 

the Hazen City Hall.   

 

Approved: ___________________________  Attest: ________________________ 

       Jerry Obenauer, President   Monte J. Erhardt, Auditor 


