
Hazen City Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
May 4, 2020 
Page 1 of 4 

Hazen City Commission 

Regular Meeting 

May 4, 2020 

Hazen City Hall 

 

Present:  President Obenauer, Commissioner Stern and Commissioner Wolf (appeared in person). 

Commissioner Haack and Commissioner Pillar (appeared via teleconference call). 

Others Present:  PW Director Brousseau, Attorney Donovan, Auditor Erhardt, Jon Schroeder (Moore 

Engineering), Editor Arens), and Buster Langowski appeared in person or via teleconference call. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:28 PM by President Obenauer. 

President Obenauer led the Pledge of Allegiance and Commissioner Pillar said the prayer.  

Minutes:  Commissioner Wolf moved to suspend the reading and approve the minutes of the April 14th 

and April 20th meetings, as presented, second by Commissioner Stern. Motion unanimously approved.  

Agenda:  Commissioner Stern moved to approve the agenda, as presented, second by Commissioner 

Haack. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY & ENGINEER 

Engineer’s Report/Agenda:  Jon Schroeder, Moore Engineering, reported that he had been in the city 

within the last week and reviewed items from the street project with PW Director Brousseau.  A final 

punch list is being developed and another walk-through with the contractor will be held a month prior 

to the expiration of the warranty period. 

Regarding the water storage project, Mr. Schroeder said the surveyors will be out to mark topo points 

and that Braun Intertec is scheduled to conduct soil borings at the new site on May 6th.  Commissioner 

Stern inquired about the cost of the borings and if it was best to expend the funds now with the 

uncertainty of tax and other revenues.  Cost of the borings is $17,500 but may be reduced by, up to, 

$4,500 depending on truck access to the location.  President Obenauer asked about timing of the 

borings and any archaeological study or requirements.  Mr. Schroeder stated, usually, the borings are 

done to determine if site is suitable, then environmental and archaeological needs are assessed but, he 

will check with Mr. Klabunde to verify.  Commissioner Stern indicated it may be wise to wait with the 

project to see how funding pans out considering the pandemic situation.  There was discussion about 

how boring cost may increase and that within a matter of years the tank will need to be re-lined, which 

would be an additional cost.  The commission agreed it may be prudent to wait with the project to see 

how the state of the economy changes and to clarify state funding guarantees and the chronology of 

the project.  The commission will consider Task Order #8 for the water storage tank project at the May 

18th meeting. 

The commission reviewed a proposed change order for the street project to include 

curb/gutter/sidewalk repairs on the south side of West Dakota Lumber at a cost of $13,041.  If 

approved, and accepted by the property owner, all costs associated with the repairs would be assessed 

to the property owner.  Commissioner Wolf moved to approve Change Order #6, for the repairs as 
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outlined, second by Commissioner Stern.  Upon discussion, it was determined that curb/gutter and 

sidewalk repairs, under city ordinance, are the responsibility of the property owner.  On roll call vote: 

Wolf, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

Smart Re-Open:  The commission reviewed guidelines promulgated by the ND Department of Health 

regarding proper procedures for re-opening businesses.  There have been concerns, expressed by 

residents, about the number of people in an establishment and the commission is not responsible for 

enforcement of guidelines.  Commissioner Wolf feels that the businesses are doing their best to 

comply.  Commissioner Wolf feels it would be appropriate to open city hall but to not allow large group 

activities based on the guidelines.  The library is looking for direction from the city as to when they will 

open, and Commissioner Stern said they already have guidelines in place to limit the number of 

computers available and have social distancing marks on the floor.  Commissioner Haack agreed with a 

comment to suggest masks and to have signs with guidelines placed on the doors.   

 

APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS & BUILDING PERMITS 

Variance Request – D. Grant:  The commission reviewed a request for variance for the construction of 

an accessory (storage) building, as requested by David Grant.  The building does not require a permit, 

based on size, but he is requesting to place it five feet (5’) from the property line which requires a five-

foot (5’) variance.  There is currently a building on this same location less than this distance from the 

property line and this building will be removed to make space for the new structure.  Commissioner 

Wolf moved to approve the variance, as requested, second by Commissioner Stern.  On roll call vote: 

Wolf, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

Follow-Up – Various P/Z Compliance Issues of 2019:  The commission reviewed information of zoning 

compliance issues.  The mobile homeowner at 600 3rd Ave NE was given until June 1 to bring a mobile 

home up to compliance by ensuring it was blocked, anchored, skirted, sided and painted.  Much of the 

work has been completed and the auditor was directed to contact the owner to remind him to 

complete all issues.  The property owner at 514 2nd Ave NW was given until April 25, to remove 

commercial equipment and commercial business activities from his residential property.  There was 

discussion about penalty for non-compliance and Attorney Donovan said this will be governed by the 

ordinance and, if a penalty does not exist, it may require a court order for enforcement.  The trailer at 

1019 Central Avenue N has been condemned and the property owner was given until June 1 to remove 

personal property and have the trailer removed.  The trailer is still on the property and has many 

windows and doors open with small animals inside.  Commissioner Wolf said if it has not been 

removed by the date specified the city will remove it and assess the costs to the property owner.  A 

letter is being mailed to the property owner at 12 4th Ave SW, regarding accumulated materials and an 

unlicensed vehicle that protrudes into the boulevard.  The mobile homeowner at 1029 1st Ave NE was 

given until May 1 to level, skirt, attach decks and bring the home to an inhabitable condition.  The 

auditor will contact the owner to check on progress and/or to schedule a hearing before the 

commission. 

 

REPORTS 
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Water/Sewer/Garbage:  Commissioner Pillar reported getting bids for some concrete work as a result 

of water/sewer repairs.  The bids were not using uniform specifications and had a large disparity.  The 

contractors will be provided guidance, so bids are more comparable.  

Street/Cemetery:  Commissioner Haack informed the board that the street department is street 

sweeping and it appears to be cleaning up nicely.  There was a question about cleaning up pea rock 

where it was pushed on boulevards, during snow removal, and PW Director Brousseau the staff will use 

the vac truck to pick up as much of this as they can. 

Finance/Busing/Library:  Commissioner Stern informed the board that the busing advisory board met 

on April 28th and reviewed the grant applications (including funding to purchase a new van) prior to 

submission and also reviewed, and recommend, approval of updated substance abuse policy and 

standard substance testing operating procedures. 

Police/Fire/Forestry:  Commissioner Wolf informed the board that Forester Froelich and seasonal staff 

are trimming trees and spreading mulch around the city. 

Commissioner Wolf informed the board that the police department is continuing to work on the 

nuisance vehicle ordinance enforcement and is encountering some issues with property owner’s ability 

to license vehicles through ND DOT.  Summons/complaints are being prepared and will be sent or 

delivered soon.  Commissioner Wolf moved to approve compensation of the Clerk of Court at a rate of 

$25/pay period, for additional duties, second by Commissioner Stern.  On discussion there was talk of 

additional duties assumed by the auditor and this will be discussed later.  On roll call vote: Wolf, “Aye”, 

Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

HCD:  Buster Langowski informed the commission that Eyecare Professionals opened in the new 

location at the Commerce Center.  The former office downtown will, hopefully, be occupied by mid-

May. 

President:  President Obenauer had nothing to report at this time. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

NDIRF Annual Meeting (virtual meeting):  The commission was informed that the annual NDIRF 

meeting on May 20th will be held by teleconference.  President Obenauer will try to attend from his 

home office.  Once the connect information is available, it will be shared with all the commissioners. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Spray Bids:  A notice requesting bids for spraying of various city properties was published on April 9, 

2020 and the city received one (1) bid from Spruce it Up Lawn Service in the amount of $1,190.  

Commissioner Stern moved to accept the spray bid of Spruce it Up Lawn Service, in the amount of 

$1,190, second by Commissioner Pillar.  Upon discussion, the bid is approximately one-half of the 

previous year bid because of reduced areas to be sprayed.  On roll call vote: Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, 

Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

Estimate – Replace/Repair Highway Lights – Hwy 200/3rd Ave NW:   The commission reviewed 

estimates for repair of lights at the intersection of Hwy 200 and 3rd Ave NW.  The light on the 

northwest side of the intersection was damaged in a vehicle accident that has been ordered to make 
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restitution for the damage.  The light base on the northeast side of the intersection has been damaged 

for some time and Olson Electric submitted an estimate of $6,282 to repair both lights.  Edling Electric 

of Bismarck had provided an estimate of $6,640 to repair the one light on the northwest side of the 

intersection.  Commissioner Wolf moved to accept the estimate of Olson Electric in the amount of 

$6,282 to repair both lights, second by Commissioner Stern.  On roll call vote: Wolf, “Aye”, Stern, 

“Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

Zero Tolerance Drug & Alcohol Policy Update and Standard Operating Procedures:  The commission 

reviewed the updated drug and alcohol policy and standard operating procedures for the testing 

program.  The commissioner was informed that the policy and procedures are templates provided by 

ND DOT and have been reviewed by the busing advisory board.  Commissioner Pillar moved to approve 

the updated drug & alcohol policy and standard operating procedures, as presented, second by 

Commissioner Stern.  On roll call vote: Pillar, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, Obenauer, 

“Aye”, motion carried.  

 

Approval of Bills:  Commissioner Wolf moved to approve the bills, as presented, second by 

Commissioner Haack. Pre-paid and bills approved for payment are as follows: Ameripride, 365.91; 

Fastenal, 76.20; HCD, 10000.00; Hazen Hardware Inc, 570.55; Hazen Welding, 450.00; Krause’s, 74.42; 

Mandate Automotive, 183.05; Mandate Machinery, 2870.22; Meissner Contracting, 5150.00; Moore 

Engineering, 1660.00; Pro-Vision Video Systems, 1481.00; Sletten Excavating, 1574.21; SW Water 

Authority, 34666.50; Stamps.com, 50.00; Stein’s Inc, 46.10; Universal Premium Fleetcard, 1556.89.  On 

roll call vote: Wolf, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:38 PM CT. The next regular meeting 

of the commission is scheduled for Monday, May 18, 2020 at 5:30 PM CT in the Commission Room of 

the Hazen City Hall.  

 

Approved: ___________________________  Attest: ________________________ 

       Jerry Obenauer, President   Monte J. Erhardt, Auditor 


