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Hazen City Commission 

Reorganizational Meeting 

June 23, 2020 

Hazen City Hall 

 

Present:  President Obenauer, Commissioner Haack, Commissioner Pillar, Commissioner Stern and 

Commissioner Wolf. 

Others Present:  Attorney Donovan, Auditor Erhardt, Editor Arens, and Buster Langowski. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by President Obenauer. 

President Obenauer led the Pledge of Allegiance and Commissioner Pillar said the prayer.  

REORGANIZATION OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:  The commissioners will retain all portfolio 

assignments as they currently are:  President Obenauer, City offices/Buildings/CCC/MCED/Engineering 

– Commissioner Haack, Streets, Cemetery, Other Buildings & Grounds – Commissioner Pillar, Water, 

Sewer, Garbage – Commissioner Stern, Finance, Busing, Library, Chamber – Commissioner Wolf, Police, 

Fire, Forestry, Ambulance Board. 

Commissioner Haack moved to nominate Commissioner Wolf as Vice-President and cast unanimous 

ballot, second by Commissioner Pillar.  Motion unanimously approved. 

Commissioner Haack moved to appoint C. Lynch and C. Martin to the library board and to postpone 

other board appointments until the July 6th meeting, second by Commissioner Wolf.  Motion 

unanimously approved. 

APPOINTMENTS – OFFICES:  The commission discussed the appointive officers and there was 

discussion of forming a committee to consider appointment of the city assessor/planner and to 

determine proper compensation.  Commissioner Wolf moved to approve appointments and portfolio 

assignments, as presented, second by Commissioner Stern.  Motion unanimously approved.  

Appointments are:  City Auditor – Monte Erhardt; City Attorney – Donovan & Kaffar PLLP; Building 

Inspector – Independent Contractor; City Engineer – Moore Engineering Inc; Police Chief – James 

Wolff; Fire Chief – Cory Beery; Alternate Judge – Ken Beauchamp; Forester – Dwight (Mike) Froelich; 

Depository Banks – Capital Credit Union – Knife River Branch, Union State Bank, Union Bank, Bank of 

ND; Official Newspaper – Hazen Star. 

PERSONNEL MATTER – HEARING:  Auditor Erhardt read the letter, notice of termination (on file) and 

charges, sent to Mr. Birtchet.  Attorney Donovan informed the board that because of the probationary 

status of the employee termination does not require hearing but, since the city employees are public 

employees the ND Century Code requires notice and hearing to provide opportunity to contest the 

proposed dismissal.  President Obenauer commented that working with minimal staff or shorthanded 

it is important that everyone reports to work as scheduled.  Commissioner Stern had a question 

regarding any issues with the employee and was informed that recent evaluations indicated the 

employee was meeting expected city standards.  Commissioner Wolf moved to proceed with the 

termination, based on the charges as stated in the notice, second by Commissioner Stern.  On roll call 
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vote: Wolf, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Obenauer, “Aye”, motion carried.  The 

position will be posted, for a limited time, and filled as soon as possible. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:57 PM CT. The next regular meeting 

of the commission is scheduled for Monday, July 6, 2020 at 5:30 PM CT in the Commission Room of the 

Hazen City Hall.  

 

Approved: ___________________________  Attest: ________________________ 

       Jerry Obenauer, President   Monte J. Erhardt, Auditor 


