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Hazen City Commission 

Regular Meeting 

September 8, 2020 

Hazen City Hall 

 

Present:  Commissioner Haack, Commissioner Pillar, Commissioner Stern and Commissioner Wolf. 

Absent:  President Obenauer 

Others Present:  Attorney Donovan, Auditor Erhardt, PW Director Brousseau, Jerod Klabunde (Moore 

Engineering), and Buster Langowski. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:27 PM by Vice-President Wolf. 

Commissioner Wolf led the Pledge of Allegiance and Commissioner Pillar said the prayer.  

Minutes:  Commissioner Haack moved to suspend the reading and approve the minutes of the August 

17th meeting, as presented, second by Commissioner Pillar. Motion unanimously approved.  

Agenda:  Commissioner Stern moved to approve the agenda, as presented, second by Commissioner 

Haack. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY & ENGINEER 

Engineer’s Report/Agenda:  Jerod Klabunde, Moore Engineering, discussed matters with the 

commission as follows:  

1) The street project has been closed out and the cost information has been provided to the special 

assessment committee to prepare the cost/benefit for each city property.  The assessment is to be 

certified to the county by November 1. 

2) The city will continue to monitor the sewer line at 5th St NW/3rd Ave NW. No update. 

3) Williams Builders requested a more detailed cost estimate for repairs of Expedition Estates 

infrastructure.  As of this date, there has been no response and Project Manager Wurl acknowledged 

that time to make the repairs is limited.  Mr. Klabunde said this may be a matter the city has to 

complete and charge back to the developer to ensure it is completed timely.  Preliminary estimates to 

complete minimal repairs were around $20,000. 

4) Archaeological reports for the proposed tank site are complete and Mr. Klabunde is working on 

possible wetland issues.  Mr. Klabunde hoped to have a detailed map of the location to acquire the 

0.25 acres needed for the project, as well as options for easements to access the site and install lines to 

the tank. 

5) Mr. Klabunde discussed the freezing water service issue in southwest Hazen.  Two official quotes 

were provided ranging from $50,000 (w/o street-concrete repairs) or $76,000 (w/street-concrete 

repairs).  A third proposal (appx. $20,000) was submitted to only insulate the lines in question and the 

contractor indicated the work could be completed next year.  Mr. Klabunde will inquire if the proposal 

estimate will be honored, if the work is completed next year, and the matter will be placed on the 

agenda for the 9/21 meeting.  Commissioner Pillar commented that there is still a question of how the 

costs will be paid (assessment or city funds) and Commissioner Wolf indicated it will be best to find out 
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if the proposal will be honored for next year and determine payment once a decision is made on how 

to proceed with the project. 

Mr. Klabunde also spoke about different funding sources through FEMA and how these funds could be 

utilized if the city wishes to proceed with a flood study for the southern portions of the city.  Mr. 

Klabunde said State Water Commission funds would be appropriate for the study and federal funding 

would be more beneficial if a project is developed.  Commissioner Stern asked if a study had already 

been completed and Mr. Klabunde stated the previous engineer also proposed a study, but it was not 

completed. 

 

Annexation Plat Review:  The commission reviewed annexation plats, as prepared by Ken Link.  There 

are six (6) individual plats and, if approved, information will be published and the notice process to 

allow for protest of the proposed annexation. Commissioner Stern spoke about the protest process 

being like a protest of a special assessment project and, yes, it is similar except for the percentage of 

property necessary to protest to stop the process.  Commissioner Haack moved to approve the 

annexation plats and to proceed with notice and hearing on the proposed annexation, second by 

Commissioner Stern.  On roll call vote: Haack, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, motion 

carried. 

 

REQUEST OF CITIZENS 

Local Permit – Hazen Area Dollars for Scholars: 

Local Permit – Hazen Public School: 

Local Permit – Hazen Fire Department:   Commissioner Pillar moved to approve the local permit as 

requested by Hazen Area Dollars for Scholars for funds for scholarships; the local permit for Hazen 

Public School for funds for programs and equipment; and the local permit for Hazen Fire Department 

to conduct a 50/50 raffle during Harvest Fest to raise funds for equipment, second by Commissioner 

Stern.  Motion unanimously approved. 

 

APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS & BUILDING PERMITS 

Moving/Building Permit – Rott:  The commission reviewed an application of Bill & Lisa Rott to move a 

pre-constructed accessory building to their property at 1034 1st Ave NW.  The 10’X16’ building will 

replace the current 10’X13’ building and does not require a variance.  Commissioner Pillar moved to 

approve the moving/building permit, as requested, second by Commissioner Stern.  Upon discussion, 

Commissioner Haack asked about color matching the residence and there was no indication as to the 

color of the building being purchased.  On roll call vote: Pillar, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, 

“Aye”, motion carried. 

 

REPORTS 

Water/Sewer/Garbage:  Commissioner Pillar had nothing to report at this time. 

Street/Cemetery:  Commissioner Haack had nothing to report at this time. 
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Finance/Busing/Library:  Commissioner Stern informed the board that volunteers started working on 

areas at the library.  Commissioner Stern also informed the board that the bus advisory board met to 

review the fiscal year 2021 transit grants which are contained on the meeting agenda. 

Police/Fire/Forestry:  Commissioner Wolf informed had nothing to report at this time. 

HCD:  Buster Langowski had nothing to report at this time. 

President:  President Obenauer absent.  No report/ 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

FY 2021 Transit Grants:  The commission reviewed the Fiscal Year 2021 Transit Grants.  The 

operating/administrative grants was awarded at $191, 249; the capital vehicle grant, to purchase a 

new ADA Mini-Van, was approved at $32,000; and the State Aid funding grant was approved at 

$24,869.  Depending on pandemic funding the operating/administration grant may be funded up to 

100% of the budget.  Commissioner Pillar moved to accept the FY2021 Transit Grants, second by 

Commissioner Haack.  Upon discussion, there were questions as to reimbursement and the 

commission was advised that quarterly reimbursement requests are submitted to the state and they 

process and send the funding to the city.  On roll call vote: Pillar, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, 

Wolf, “Aye”, motion carried. 

City Fee Discussion:  The commission reviewed proposed fee changes, as submitted by President 

Obenauer.  The commission would like a report prepared clarifying which fees are set/approved by 

ordinance and which can be set/approved by simple majority vote.  This report will be provided, and 

the commissioners will discuss the matter further at a future meeting. 

 

Approval of Bills:  Commissioner Stern moved to approve the bills, as presented, second by 

Commissioner Pillar. Pre-paid and bills approved for payment are as follows: Further, 9.75; 

Stamps.com, 100.00; US Postal Service, 279.00; Stamps.com, 53.66; Universal Premium Fleetcard, 

1929.33; Payroll, 121004.33; Ameripride, 327.87; Approval Payment Solutions, 6.72; BHG Inc, 341.26; 

Cardmember Service, 694.14; Cenex, 239.52; Chamber of Commerce, 180.00; CVB, 2755.15; D&E 

Supply, 58.47; Dakota Comm, 135.00; Ecolab, 123.39; HCD, 563.04; Hazen Mercantile, 432.70; Hazen 

Motor Co, 733.91; High Plains Concepts, 200.00; ITD, 10.30; J&M Hardware, 199.95; J-S Sanitation, 

93.00; Jesse Folkerts, 150.00; Josh Smith, 86.00; Krause’s, 63.12; Kristine Duncan, 188.00; LaWayne 

Egeberg, 188.00; M&A Heating/AC, 145.00; Mandate Automotive, 86.36; Marc Corp, 757.47; Marco 

Technologies LLC, 422.95; Matthew Bender & Co, 23.94; Mercer Co Treasurer, 5055.40; Millennium 

Express, 13.80; MDU, 4416.36; Monte Erhardt, 27.60; Moore Engineering Inc, 2657.50; ND Dept of 

Health, 32.00; NAPA, 253.74; ND One Call Inc, 29.55; OK Tire Store, 31.07; Pam Borlaug, 70.15; Pitney 

Bowes, 431.52; Pride Contracting, 4562.00; Railroad Mgt Co III LLC, 258.95; Rough Rider Ind, 65.12; 

Roughrider Electric Coop Inc, 2815.25; Scott Duma, 262.00; Share Corp, 191.28; Sletten Excavating, 

1774.99; SW Water Authority, 72598.90; The Hub, 55.70; Tractor Supply Credit, 45.98; Union State 

Bank, 37452.81; Verizon Wireless, 309.79; West River Telecommunications, 1135.60.  On roll call vote: 

Stern, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Haack, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, motion carried. 
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The commission was advised that, after discussion with many of the employees, payroll processes, to 

defer payment of taxes, will not be implemented.  All processes, and withholdings, will continue as 

usual. 

Commissioner Haack moved to proceed with the Black Mountain Software Cloud option, at an annual 

cost of $1,910.00, second by Commissioner Pillar.  Upon discussion, the cloud option includes all 

updates to the software and includes regular back-up of data which is now done manually.  On roll call 

vote:  Haack, “Aye”, Pillar, “Aye”, Stern, “Aye”, Wolf, “Aye”, motion carried. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM CT. The next regular meeting 

of the commission is scheduled for Monday, September 21, 2020 at 5:30 PM CT in the Commission 

Room of the Hazen City Hall.  

 

Approved: ___________________________  Attest: ________________________ 

       Jerry Obenauer, President   Monte J. Erhardt, Auditor 


